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Please Note:
This template is intended for educational purposes only, without any express or implied warranty of any kind, including warranties of accuracy, completeness, or fitness for any particular purpose.  You agree that your use of the template is without any recourse whatsoever to PG&E, SCE, SDG&E, or their affiliates. The template is a draft, and anyone using this document should seek the advice of an attorney to develop appropriate ordinance language to meet its jurisdiction’s specific needs, as state and local laws may differ.

This document is the product of a collaborative effort between Peninsula Clean Energy, Silicon Valley Clean Energy, and the Local Energy Codes team. 

Please contact the Codes and Standards Local Energy Codes Team at info@LocalEnergyCodes.com for additional information.



Message paid for by customers. 
This program is paid for by California utility customers and administered by Pacific Gas and Electric Company, San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E®), and Southern California Edison Company under the auspices of the California Public Utilities Commission and in support of the California Energy Commission.



REACH CODE IMPLEMENTATION RESOURCES TEMPLATE
2025 EXISTING NONRESIDENTIAL FACTSHEET
Version 1.0, May 2026

This template is provided to assist local jurisdictions with the implementation of adopted reach codes. It is not intended to provide guidance on the development of a reach code ordinance. Anyone developing a reach code ordinance should seek the advice of an attorney to develop appropriate ordinance language to meet its jurisdiction’s specific needs, as state and local laws may differ. This template is intended for educational purposes only, without any express or implied warranty of any kind, including warranties of accuracy, completeness, or fitness for any particular purpose. You agree that your use of the template is without any recourse whatsoever to the developers of this document. 

This document is intended as a compliance tool for typical 2025 local energy reach codes. 
Modify it as needed to suit local requirements (i.e. the blue italicized text). 

Scope
This fact sheet includes requirements for the reach codes that impact nonresidential air conditioning replacements or additions. 

Instructions
· Make modifications following instructions and options in blue text. DELETE ALL BLUE TEXT BEFORE PUBLISHING.
· Delete sections that do not apply and edit requirements to align with local ordinance.
· Delete the cover page and this page.






Summary of Local Decarbonization Requirements for Projects on Existing Nonresidential Buildings
The [jurisdiction] adopted standards that exceed minimum state energy and green building requirements. The standards were adopted under Ordinance [XXX] and are codified in section [YYY] of the municipal code.
[bookmark: _Hlk497744841][bookmark: _Hlk497742754]These building standards have been established to ensure that construction is healthier for occupants, has limited impact on the environment, reduces demand for energy, and results in cost savings from building operation over the life of the building. This guide is intended to help applicants understand the process and specific local requirements that apply to their project.
If your project is subject to these standards, complete an application checklist and submit it with your building permit application.	Comment by Author: CUSTOMIZATION: Add hyperlink.  Model available for editing (soon/before posting on website)

For more information, please visit [jurisdiction website or other resource]

What are the requirements and what projects are subject to them?
This reach code requires a building that is adding or replacing a central air conditioner unit to either install a code-minimum heat pump unit or a central air conditioner with efficiency upgrades. 
AC to Heat Pump Space Conditioner (Two-Way AC)
This policy leverages the efficiency of heat pumps by requiring similar energy performance for both options. When a single zone packaged rooftop HVAC system more than 65,000 Btu/hr and less than 240,000 Btu/hr is replaced or newly installed, the project must either:
1. Install a heat pump that provides cooling and heating, in compliance with minimum State standards; or
2. Install an air-conditioner and other energy improvements that go above State Code.
Replacing a rooftop packaged air conditioner/furnace is often the best time to switch to a heat pump. Existing AC systems typically already have the electrical wiring and capacity needed, making heat pumps a relatively straightforward replacement. 
Application Process
Submit the appropriate checklist with your permit application.	Comment by Author: CUSTOMIZATION: Link to checklists.
Resources
[Edit for resources that are available in your service territory such as those below]:
Nonresidential Rebate and Incentive Programs
· PG&E Business Rebate Catalog 
· SDGE Savings Center
· SCE Building Improvement Consulting and Incentive for Businesses
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