REACH CODE NEWS BRIEF: MAY 2025

NOW AVAILABLE! MODEL LANGUAGE RESOURCES
FOR FLEXPATH MEASURES

The statewide Local Energy Codes team has developed updated model ordinance
language for its FlexPath approach to single family alterations. This work was
undertaken to align the resource with the 2025 code and to add electric readiness
and cool roof requirements for certain single family alteration projects. This is
intended to support adoption of an ordinance encouraging installation of energy
efficiency and decarbonization measures when completing an alteration to an
existing single family home.

FlexPath requires homeowners to install measures that exceed the state code
requirements when completing a significant alteration to the home. The FlexPath
structure establishes a target based on energy savings. To meet the target,
homeowners select measures from a wide variety of options to create a package
that produces an equivalent amount of savings.

The model language is available here. The team is also updating the full suite of
supporting materials for FlexPath, including FAQs, Fact Sheet, checklists, submittal
instructions and more. Visit the FlexPath Resources page for the latest information.
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https://localenergycodes.com/download/1224/file_path/fieldList/2022%20Model%20Ordinance%20-%20Single%20Family%20Renovations.docx
https://localenergycodes.com/content/resources/?q=FlexPath

REGISTER TODAY! WEBINAR ON SINGLE-FAMILY AC TO HEAT PUMP
REPLACEMENT COST-EFFECTIVENESS STUDY

Join us on Wednesday, May 28, 2025 from 12:30 - 2:00 pm PDT as the Statewide
Local Energy Codes team presents the results of the cost-effectiveness study for an
ordinance encouraging single family homeowners to install a heat pump when
replacing an existing air conditioner.

This free webinar will provide an overview of the study, measure specifications and
cost and savings impacts. Attendees will learn about the most recent cost-
effectiveness analyses, including:

* Updated and expanded AC path options

* Revised costs based on the TECH Clean California incremental cost study
data

» Estimated costs for the AC path

* A new cost-effectiveness scenario that considers the impact of proposed
zero-NOx emission regulations

* Updated utility rates

e Results for all 16 California Climate Zones

REGISTER TODAY!
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/single-family-ac-to-heat-pump-replacement-cost-effectiveness-study-tickets-1329141621369?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/single-family-ac-to-heat-pump-replacement-cost-effectiveness-study-tickets-1329141621369?aff=oddtdtcreator

UPCOMING EVENTS

June 5: I-REN webinar: 2025 California Building Energy Code Updates: Impacts on
Electrification & Passive House

June 6: USGBC-CA Event: Weathering the Change: Climate Resilience Strategies &
Solutions. San Diego

June 10: BayREN Regional Forum: Building for Health: Where Public Health an
Energy Policy Intersect

June 11: California Energy Commission: Business Meeting
June 17: Building Decarbonization Coalition: California Policy Call

June 25: 3C-REN Webinar: '
Code Updates

June 26: Sustain SoCal: 12th Annual Driving Mobility. The Cove at UCI Beall

Applied Innovation, Irvine.
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https://iren.gov/Calendar.aspx?EID=709&month=6&year=2025&day=9&calType=0
https://iren.gov/Calendar.aspx?EID=709&month=6&year=2025&day=9&calType=0
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/weathering-the-change-climate-resilience-strategies-solutions-tickets-1338895304899?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/weathering-the-change-climate-resilience-strategies-solutions-tickets-1338895304899?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.bayren.org/events/building-health-where-public-health-and-energy-policy-intersect-2025-06-10
https://www.bayren.org/events/building-health-where-public-health-and-energy-policy-intersect-2025-06-10
https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/meeting/2025-06/energy-commission-business-meeting
https://buildingdecarb.org/event/california-policy-call-3-4
https://www.3c-ren.org/event/adu-energy-code-implementation-series-with-2025-code-updates/
https://www.3c-ren.org/event/adu-energy-code-implementation-series-with-2025-code-updates/
https://sustainsocal.org/event/driving-mobility-12/

NEW THIS MONTH!

EXTREME HEAT - RESILIENCE AND REACH CODE OPPORTUNITIES

The threat of extreme heat in California continues to grow more frequent, intense,
and dangerous for public health and safety. Though once considered a seasonal
inconvenience, heatwaves are now emerging as a year-round public health crisis,
with the number of extreme heat days expected to increase exponentially in many
areas across the state, according to California’s Fourth Climate Change
Assessment. As climate models predict even hotter and longer-lasting heat events
in the coming decades, the urgency to adapt infrastructure and update local policy
to protect public health has never been greater. Recognizing this need in 2024, the
California State Legislature passed Assembly Bill 2684, which requires that
extreme heat be included in updates to a jurisdiction’s General Plan Safety
Element. One promising strategy that jurisdictions can include is the
implementation of specific local reach codes that may help mitigate the effects of
extreme heat.

AB 2684 Overview

California Assembly Bill 2684, signed into law on September 30, 2024, mandates
that jurisdictions address the hazard of extreme heat in their General Plan Safety
Element, starting on January 1, 2028. Alternatively, jurisdictions may incorporate
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https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2019-11/20180827_Summary_Brochure_ADA.pdf
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2019-11/20180827_Summary_Brochure_ADA.pdf
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/AB2684/id/2929021

existing documents like an Extreme Heat Action Plan into their Safety Element,
provided that they summarize and integrate the relevant information. This
requirement aligns extreme heat with other environmental hazards such as
flooding, wildfire, and seismic risks, underscoring its significance in community
planning.

This bill builds on existing law - namely the statewide requirement for jurisdictions
to “prepare and periodically update a comprehensive, long-range general plan to
guide future planning decisions” which includes seven mandatory elements: land
use, circulation, housing, conservation, open-space, noise, and safety [Government
Code (GQOV) § 65302]. AB 2684 aims to enhance local resilience to extreme heat by
ensuring that climate adaptation and hazard mitigation strategies are
systematically included into long-term planning processes.

By recognizing the role of local jurisdictions in addressing heat-related risk, AB
2684 encourages cities and counties to adopt innovative building standards that go
beyond state requirements. This creates a pathway for reach codes to be used
more strategically - not only for decarbonization and energy efficiency, but also as
a means to protect public health. Through measures like enhanced ventilation,
passive cooling design, and the installation of efficient cooling systems, local reach
codes can directly support the objectives of AB 2684, empowering communities to
reduce heat exposure and build long-term resilience.

Reach Code Options

Reach codes can improve human health and safety by mitigating the effects of
extreme heat through both appliance and envelope improvements as well as
through innovative design strategies that reduce the effect of overall temperature
increases on buildings. By requiring or incentivizing heat-resilient building
practices, reach codes offer communities a proactive tool to protect residents from
the worsening impacts of extreme heat.

For example, a jurisdiction could adopt a building performance standard (BPS)
policy or a reach code for existing buildings that encourages heat pumps for space
heating. Owners of buildings with gas heating equipment and no cooling (e.g., wall
furnaces or central forced air furnaces) would then be encouraged to replace that
equipment with a heat pump and gain space cooling along the way.

Cool roof reach codes are another option to mitigate extreme heat. Cool roofs,
which reflect more sunlight and absorb less heat than standard roofing materials,
can significantly lower indoor temperatures and reduce the urban heat island
effect, providing critical relief during peak heat events.
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=65302
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=65302

Jurisdictions could pursue the FlexPath approach, which encourages owners
undertaking remodels to improve thermal performance with measures such as
better insulation, high-performance windows, or air-sealing. By choosing from a
menu of efficiency options, owners can enhance the energy efficiency of their
homes while maintaining comfortable indoor air environments without overreliance
on mechanical cooling.

Another approach might be reach codes that encourage battery storage when the
building has solar photovoltaics. The battery could be used to shift load out of the
peak period of each day and especially during extreme heat events, thus lessening
the accumulated strain on the grid.

Local Jurisdiction Actions

Los Angeles County has incorporated both infrastructure improvements and
community engagement into their comprehensive strategy. Not only has the
County adopted cool roof reach codes for the past several code cycles, but they
have also begun developing a maximum temperature threshold for residential
units to protect tenants from the effects of extreme heat.

The City of Los Angeles has also taken significant steps to incorporate heat
resilience into its planning and operations through establishing the Climate
Emergency Mobilization Office and appointing a Chief Heat Officer to spearhead
efforts in combatting extreme heat. Inglewood, Long Beach, and Ventura County
are also exploring policy options to mitigate the adverse health effects of rising
temperatures in their regions.

Conclusion

Traditionally, local governments have struggled to access federal disaster
mitigation funding for extreme heat because it was not specifically addressed in
their hazard mitigation plans. Now, under the requirements of AB 2684 this
obstacle is diminished, enabling communities to tap into essential federal funding
for mitigation efforts. With this support, local jurisdictions can pair available funds
with existing reach code strategies to better shield residents from the negative
effects of extreme heat.
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https://localenergycodes.com/download/1519/local_government_adoption_ordinance/fieldList/2022%20Los%20Angeles%20County%20-%20Green%20Building%20-%20Ordinance.pdf
http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/safety/safe-maximum-temperature-threshold.htm
https://www.climate4la.org/
https://www.climate4la.org/
https://cd2.lacity.gov/news/la-appoints-californias-first-chief-heat-officer
https://www.linkedin.com/company/california-local-energy-codes
https://www.linkedin.com/company/california-local-energy-codes

This program is funded by California utility customers and administered by Pacific
Gas and Electric Company, San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E®) and
Southern California Edison Company under the auspices of the California Public
Utilities Commission and in support of the California Energy Commission.

© 2025 Pacific Gas and Electric Company, San Diego Gas and Electric Company
and Southern California Edison.

All rights reserved, except that this document may be used, copied, and
distributed without modification.
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